(149 ) 


On some Heliconoid Danaine and Heliconide in the Collection 
of the British Museum; by Antuur G. Burer, F.L.S., &e. 


In his great paper on the Lepidoptera of the Amazon Valley, 
Mr. Bates has regarded the genus Mechanitis (typical) as con- 
sisting of but one extremely variable species; among the 
varieties he describes, two are named, as being better marked 
forms than the others; but to my mind the differences are no 
greater than between the typical species Jf. polymuia and the 
other forms in the genus. 


In the case of M. olivencia, Mr. Bates says, “ It is a variety of 
Md. polymnia which varies in an important part of structure ; 
but this remark would be equally applicable to “var, 2,” of 
which we read “hind wings of the ¢ more angular than in 
M. polymnia, the apex being as if truncated.” 


As I desire to see consistency in our nomenclature, and 
moreover find it extremely awkward not to have names for 
the supposed forms of M. polymnia, I shall follow Mr. Bates’s 
example both in the above-mentioned paper, aud in the Entomo- 
logist’s Monthly Magazine I., p. 83, and name them. 


IGAENSIS group. 
1. Mechanitis obscura. 


M. eyaensis var. 1, Bates, Trans. Linn. Soc. xxii., p. 532, 
(1862. 
$, Paloa, (Lates.) BM. 


Also found at Pupunha, Rio Jurua. 


The above form may very possibly De a race of M. egaensis 
with which it occurs; but it is very common, and differs 
constantly in the much deeper tint of the wings and wider 
black bands. 
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2, Mechanitis truncata. 


M. eagaensis var. 2. Bates, l.c. 
Ega. B.M. 


This is a very small species, I do not think it a variety. 


3. Mechanitis pannifera, n. sp. 


Differs from M. egaensis in` having the postcellular spot of 
primaries divided in the centre and edged internally by a sulphur 
yellow expansion of the postmedian band ; the tawny subapical 
area replaced by an irregular sulphur yellow spot; secondaries 
with the median and marginal bands united into a large brown 
patch which occupies the greater part of the wing. 


Obydos and Ega. B.M. 


4, Mechanitis plagigera, n. sp 


Differs from J/. egaensis in its much narrower black bands 
and smaller black spots, also imn having only a small diffused 
yellowish subapical spot instead of the curved tawny and yellow 
streak. 

Prainha, on the Amazons, B.M. 


POLYMNIA group. 
5. Mechanitis visenda, n. sp. 


Differs from A. polymnia in the much broader internal black 
streak, absence of yellow patch across the end of the cell, and 
presence of an ill-defined subapical yellow spot in primaries; 
secondaries with the central transverse black band double the 
width, and the marginal black border narrower. 


Pará and Tapajos. B.M. 


Genus Heticonius, Fabricius. 
6. Heliconius lativitta, n, sp. 


Allied to M. vesta, but with a broad oblique sulphur yellow 
patch just beyond the cell of primaries, instead of the curved 
yellow band and large discal spot of that species ; a small spot in 
the end of the cell. 


Ega, Rio Jurua, Purus and Madeira, and Guayaquil, B.M.. 
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I believe that Bates has wrongly identified Z. aglaope, of 
Felder, and that it is a species much resembling the above. 


7. Heliconius mutabilis. 
H. thelxiope, var. 4, Bates, Trans. Linn. Soc. xxiii., p. 558. 


The yellow spot in the cell is sometimes wanting, and the 
spots which border the inner edge of the red band are three in 


number and well-defined. 
Serpa. B.M. 


This may be an extreme variety of J. lucia which occurs 
also at Serpa. 


8. Heliconius coralit, n. sp. 


Like H. callicopis, of Cramer (the male figure) but larger, 
and with the basal area of the primaries broadly red. 
Common at Serpa. B.M. 


This is most like Z/. elimea, but the scarlet patch is not 
broken through, but simply has a black spot in the centre. 


